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The comparison of cognitive flexibility, theory of mind and
working memory in students with symptoms of
obsessive-compulsive disorder and normal group

Introduction: The comparison of cognitive and emotional factors in patients
with anxiety disorders is a new approach with therapeutic applications. This
study aims to compare the cognitive flexibility, theory of mind and working
memory in two groups of obsessive compulsive syndrome and normal stu-
dents. Method: In this study, a random selection of 200 students were asked to
complete the Obsessive-Compulsive Inventory (MOCI). Then, the Wisconsin
Card Sorting Test (WCST), theory of mind (TOM) task and Wechsler Memory
Test were conducted for participants and data was analyzed using multivariate
analysis of variance (MANOVA) and univariate analysis of variance (ANOVA).
Results: The findings showed that there is a significant difference between the
groups on cognitive flexibility and the working memory, but there is no signifi-
cant difference between the groups in theory of mind. Conclusion: The results
showed that people with obsessive-compulsive syndrome, cognitive flexibility
and working memory are weaker than in healthy controls. They also seemed to
have repetitive behaviors due to an inability to recall previous actions.
Keywords: Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder, Cognitive flexibility, Theory of
mind, working memory
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1- Obsessive-Compulsive disorder 6- Thalamus

2- Frontostriatal 7- The basal ganglia

3- Lateral prefrontal 8- Executive Functions
4- Orbitofrontal 9- Frontal Lobe

5- Anterior singulate
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1- Cognitive flexibility
2- Decision making

3- Inhibition control
4- Selective attention
5- Organizing

6- Cognitive control
7- Social Cognition
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1- Theory of mind
2- Autistic spectrum 8- Depression

3- Amygdala 9- Personality disorders
4- Frontotemporal dementia  10- Asperger syndrome
5- Schizophrenia 11- Memory

6- Parkinson disorder

7- Bipolar disorder
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1- Working memory
2- Desktop memory system
3- Source-monitoring

Goslsl o3 s s L 38 Gl 0 5 5 el
DS 15 01 5 edd JSe 5lrs OF plowil 4 Oliedsl
el SI5b L, Ko sls w5l 5 edls s 5 S
SIS b sl Bl Jlas! ol ol Soslsl s
Qm@d);dﬁ))}d‘)ﬁw\y33|}‘6u
rLEJ Sl gl (M )as S e ol galasl>
G313 5 5Nl Oljes &S Sl Lismdor o5
G S g0 sb 036 SleMbl ol s 45 c
(V)35 o0 S 5 Ddajlys (gadail> el L
S35 i O gl L s oS age il 5l S
5 S s el (8 el gl g5
Sadks alail- 31 sk pls 4 Lol J uS
r“@ﬂ o=l S ()8 gatails s Shas ol 55
o L;’Li)L’ eS| C,..;J‘)Wl.gcbj_@‘ja a.,\:.au
>)}A)>L§ﬂ§MJQbW\@#ML§‘ﬁ
‘Jf@b%‘d)ﬁ@)bblﬁ@)b‘é}j@Liggéb
Jﬂj&)&;b&)}%&}j}jw‘ﬁﬂ
8l Dledbl S J e 45 ()8 (g dasl>
Ollew glabasl IS sl 4 el 36 5
cabdl= ganolis @L.; (Y )ssd e —lgus
S 5 S~ el s D 4 S sl 3 ()8
OIS adail> a5 el QL el la Jags oo
ojﬁ)‘;%wéﬁ—w‘y)dm|mmb‘f‘
ol lswy 4 dliw 513l (6,8 gadail> 5 aS sls
.lg.m‘wb‘w\jjbj_&&a.lﬁmdpﬁ&g
sFlbnae (ol ol el s gladl S
Uods 2 Jaash cpl 5o (858 e s ax 5 L
Olge ) ol g p b Olanl LT 48 555 eals olis

[YE-YVI YA F o)loids JA Jlw (5L polke slaojb YA

Advances in Cognitive Science, Vol. 18, No. 4,2017 28



sl o1s Ol gmils 53 G 1S bl 5 opad a5 o LS gy el amslis

O T e g PV R IR
534Sl b5 das s aelsl L3 ol il sy
3 AS oo et bl i S el gl (s e
357 Gl (ol ) 555k muly 3L s 08 e
Saar Slagal sl Sl a5 Loy ol !
Sl Conmd 31 015 o s DL a5 g5
3 S eslizal sbilels s

oS Slib tedel Caws 4 Olab slaas g0 05 (o
i B ho ol e OBl s (gyanas slsS
S Wl oo Llebl O 5 55 st .l Ola g s
S s Jle = o s aaals, ool oLl
el sds 5158 /A

o 1 et 555 51 Gl Ogel Y
Sl pd O g3l el o p b5l a3 (s
Ogo3l p b opl (E0)355 gnoslinal byt 5 b |
3050308550 gt Se ol 5 glesle T
S ) s S o 5 ler o3l a b
S (Sl Jasl Olea b 3l ol Il a5 Ga
al g5 O das oy 1 ol DDl 5l eslizal L
el b S8 oS oo 57 alS e 355 0
& oS pas (sl S bl | et Lo
Stials 2,5 o BT S S0 smi s il o
S, YV UV ol .ol Jin o Oyl
3¢S o3 sak WYl S el st el
s e OLA 1 oLy s sa il YY1 i (ge jes
BENPRSIIN (FLs s Wl 8) 555 Glmas
LU s ATOYA) 0L 5 J Je 5 pame iash
e P LY B TE RN ]
!

das o 0Lis Slallae : LSy galibl O ga3l ¥
rbie G Olse a4 0sa3T ol Ll s 2ls) S
el 0 0 8w a bl SLs Gl e
B VE 03 Sass 55 bl o pd (0o ol
bl ol AAY B VE e gesles 2 UL 5 /AY

G/A-\ Lfdj.a& C)LPW\ C,-w‘ _)'.'.) CJJ 44 Lﬁd_}ﬁ)iﬁ.}f-

YA IYE-YYIIras f o)lois A Jlo ( 5lb pgle slaosb

B o SMS e el e Ss LIS L e 5 o2 IS
oo b opesl pl sl s i 5 Sl
ol s Olpl 55 (MV)Wles S a8 A LTk
o851 Ol s 51 (9,8 Y0 05 8 G 3 sl i
slarlanis SO gl w5 Lss O,g dae s 5
(A IS 033 cpmesis /AT OT losTsb Slael o
Slew b0 s s L (FA S B0 gurls 5 eST
ek 4 ael iy pl IS (G s 45 Lsls DL
Gl e a5 ok Aol IS5 ol el leys
Rl OS5 0Lk 6l o Ml (Jisle
|l

) i s g8 s a s O ga5T
O30l 1Ol S 5 <3S Tl | 0050
S CU O VOO | A R N CE P DU || Y
3 ISize 0051 il s el a s 5 5b 4
ol (o) oslize SIS L caline e LS VYA
ol Cilises e 5 (o s 5 ko
Bl 5o S8 g lwl 053l gl sl
Bl 05y il SSsa5T 3 o esls 13 G e
A3 s ool Ul a1 S (505
S e ok al g e g5 5l 50 S
Al s 8 SIS e s G e
3 M S 35 d o wtiS S35l S
ssb o Ll Sagesl Sho b b el e u s
Gloarwd ol cdas fb'";‘ TP Sk ates Vo Jlste
Jol 358 oo shua s ol (JKS) 500 S (S se
G35 S 3 355575 (S O3l i b Jadd
ool 03 (Jb s iy o S Gy S (e S
Sldad (gdas Jool 30 0 A sl 'CJL; Ll
a3l L o SSS s ool e 5
it b g b g 53 5m51 48 35k e B 20 B g
Lo dsls )3 S Gt s 5k 4 | akb
O o i 35 4S5 Wl o s 4 03031 cpl 5o e
! 4.:.2.3)")3'('_@0

sdal e i Sl s sllas (go e (Al

29 Advances in Cognitive Science, Vol. 18, No. 4,2017



Oen 5 JuKs A Ol

S sy Gl ey 1l g5yl 03
Yoo el Ole sl ol g 235 Y0y (gl Jisle
S — s 055 55 S S s ol 38
Gomiila Y05 S 55 a3 ud bl gy
51 i Lol dlhass Ol s 48 A iils &S 5 2s

S0 531 g 352 YTE VA Ol s il 5 oo
3o skl il s ) g s
3 G Al | OB S oS 5 gl LSy gabsl>
(5 SN sl Cole gl s 6l ]
s0ls Sl 5 OEUS IS 5 (sl sy 2550 02
S 05057 L eesls s Jtl LT 68T ol

S e o e i g0, ite ST Sl yl g S

ik galil= N4 a3 J xS /AT b
3 IAY ol s 3L WY o3l gl b Al
) oIS gabasl> oS Sla axls /A OllS el
ol Sl Ll sbe Lol (gla uldess 2 g domis o0
O NS Glagss #1065 e gabadl>) g, 58
Glazss o)) et galabl>) 0a S5 s (gl
@bl b33l ol sl 5 O (S
Sl () (IS slag 55 (oo izl o)) e
—o5,5 3l bl plw JUS s Jled gabasl> L3 )
bl b gl cdl) ol sl b sloa plide

(8))3 55 o o3lizal Clum 5 (£35,05 SI=) ol

(Ul camdg g ©Sluazs ol e oo olol 2) (B9 R S Fo903 (5L Cares Gld She-VJgas

S 09,5 S —(swlguwy b Alis 5lyls 09,5 e
Y. Y. Slows
YA YA Y. B A
A 3 YY LYY o
f ¥ Y5 L YE
Yy YY N

: Q 0y )
4 A b
e Yy 5 o )

- Job cansg
5 \ Jole

4l

e g3 s3] Ol as o 55 sla a3 Y Jsd >
I (il s Gla 8 ghoar—ws 0505 o

Omilan g (39031 b S LE hmogi slaaisl -Y Jguo

oy oS Ol Al 3 luslinl Bl il il o yurso 09,5
5 A YA /vy YOAF  Sulls s gl
b wlis gl
¥ . v VY VY il ol sh
Sy —swlgmg
£5Y a9 2t AVIY - YEY/ - ol
fr 5 % NE Wee Sailals o slas
) . 5 V/E- YIAF ol slass g
s VWY VEF AY/$Y YYEIY - ol

[YE-YVI YA F o )lods IA Jlw ( 5Lis pole slaosb Y-

Advances in Cognitive Science, Vol. 18, No. 4,2017 30



sl o1s Ol gmils 53 G 1S bl 5 opad a5 o LS gy el amslis

RS G4 i (a0l chmogi Al Y Jeus

ody oS Ol dld 3 laslinl Bl il il L adlgo 09,5
\2 \ ve Y/as VY58 o 4k sl Lis gyl
OFY VOO fev (RA7A2 YY e obes S —slgmg
) VY VY o+ f VAN g o 4yl
BLovY
FAS V04 ¥YY AAAY Yo/ obes

S skl oyl sadl -F Joux

Wiy oS Ol dld 0,lailiwl Bl Sk ailgo 0,5
AY Yo Al VYA FAIVY Silop ce sl ailis glyls
S —olgmg

#f V4 A vy YOIV Sl ey JESYY

St oS Sl a3 g B o 3 eedala
— el AL Gl 05 84S das e 0L O
Solsbas sl pad (a la 55 sl 058 5 5
Ol s 31 Jol slaal a5l s L
Ol 51 Sl 5o b gl dgesl (gl el Gy
Osle b g Ol 55055 95 ol aS C
s ol o i RS U oL
Gl 05 S 35 Aas o OLES 45 ol i35 0 oo,
S S0 Sl e 5 (6 — el s LS

~-"-;)‘°p-‘°l€6)‘°h*‘ Sl sl

Y OIYE-¥YIIYA F oyleds JA Jlo (5L pole slaojl

D3l 53 s gagesl Sl o glaar L3 Y
e o 5 S et 58 Jsd 5 oad gu S
s e Ol 1 ) gababls ga3l 3 s S gesl
Gz O 5051 31 ol g p b Olanil oy o g0
ol Osasl opl a8 A eslinal il s a8
Slab slass 5 Sbel s e Jol ol i 5o
e ls s canlllan (nl 53 ol resdle 355 e s
2L Ol ge 4 3 Osa3T plonil (sl 0t b o Ol
Sl d s w5 a5 5 aallle (3L
o eSS il sla S o slasesT L baesls s
S 2 3 s At o oyt ti
Sheslanal bls ilsls 5 b il )l S e Sle 6 20 5
s 2 5 45 31> OL25 05 5 mSUM slag sl
Lledds cule

Ol o pxe ST ilsly S Jobos 0 s bl
«lib sliw 5 Sabelr s gl Lo 3l aS as s
Solsbine sl (6 = ol ys sla SLES (51305
Osa3l sl Olay S 51 Js es)ls gy o5 S L
Laoy S Slo a5 L 10 (g lslme sl
33 G el gens la L2 gl 33 (Y Jsa)
slas 5 x i slalles sliss Hlig 0 S b4l
Do 52 48 (503 pate s 3l (S wlab

31 Advances in Cognitive Science, Vol. 18, No. 4,2017



Oen 5 JuKs A Ol

I 09,5 9 G — (wlgwg G1d ALiS (61,15 09,5 90 (Gamm o Hokido 4y 0 o ST il ylg Judxd gl —0 Jgur
DR 5 S ko yo

Saine O p S sEe G oS e
S lobxo @l ygdexo o3 SUTEE
</VFY o[+ Y a/44 Yay/-# \ Yay/- ¢ Skl o glas
<IYOY ol \RVia% Yo /AN \ Y. /AN Wlib slaxs
RN AT\ Y/-Q RRSATATA \ Ve PYNO (Sl o slas b B
DYV Vs \/SY YYD \ YV b sl il
R <IYYA AR VAVAAAN \ VAVAAAN o2 & i b
JeSY <00 YIAY ¥/ \ ¥/ G319y ey
YA/ BA FONEEE  Sailals o gllas
VNS OA A+ /AY Olib slaxs
FA-SIAD OA YYAVAV/D:  Suilels yo gl ooboj
Y-l BA 11AF/AY opd gy ki
AP0 ¥ OA BOYIANF b dg i oo
VEV/AY BA AYAY/\S G319 53 ety

RESUU PSS Y By O P PN sy Aol @l:_}

sl 0955 9 G (owlawg U ALLS (415 09,5 90 (A lio Hokido 4 0 prsonir il g Judxd S —F Jgue
o9 G yiio 4o

" 61 - eie Thw a0 gl LS ¥ . 5|

o 297 é)lal.’uu ‘_gal)‘T ‘_go'}i o) >

-1AY0 AR e o 2 flo- IYYA & ST
Sl el oy b a3 Skl o5 S 5 Ao

Sobs 4 &S a2l glasls ;) 05 S s s
bl il -ty Sl Gty skl s s
Oy 2> Sl b a5y ol S (EY)2 52 0
P b Sl gl gz 5 gy il el
5 e (81087 e (83505 e ST 5,
5 o Ol 5 53 sl (S slaasl b

s s ol (00 =V 5 o ) O S
s b Sl agh S ek
Olse 4 |y a8 oz ois &S O 5 Oy 0
2 olasln 5 b gadail 5 il 5l s

1- Dorsal lateral prefrontal cortex

slaalis gl ey S oS sls OLis ol= Jiasi =k
Sl bt gy Sllanl B Sl = ol s
Lol 51 S tins 5 Ll g 05 S L solslne
5555 5o sl b ol 3sm s Yhoim) S s Les
Slmpsgie 5 (S5 48 game JUEI O a2l >
Slinotn el Gl 4 oS (OIS 5 el
It Do 3131 55 a5 o (6 5 il e
sl Dl 5l o 5ls (6 il 5 sed (8 ol s
ol | L 48 S e (i
L &S osls Sty 5 )y dhoz 31 (6
Ll o e Sl epde (#U al 2l B85S

[YE-YVI YA F o)loids IA Jlw (5L pole loojb Y'Y

Advances in Cognitive Science, Vol. 18, No. 4,2017 32



sl o1s Ol gmils 53 G 1S bl 5 opad a5 o LS gy el amslis

Osa31 sl ot ls 53 (6 = ol gy D 4 Dl
Klazsll Hlegs 05 S L (gylsbas Sl il s
Ao gardllas GO Ll s 5550 Olleny a2
S (glandllas O 28U ax S Lo g oyl Oleys S
05031 03 35031 2,558 S s 36 KL
C 5SS S b 0 sasT s 5 il
5y 3,15 Qo | Lal ol diS o oy |y S5 5
5o b Ogasl opl s s Shes (Iolestl b slawlis
(EA)LEL ootz 3 pgs

Jle b B3 g (Al ol 6 S 53
St s SIS shuazas 0 g31 (6 o] e
0Ly MR bl U355 L (6,15 1 gos b a8
Ll g 3l b a8 el OF 51 Sl ol eals
Sl e 8 Sl o el Sk i s e
A Gl gV 5 o3 Slaaies & il — 0SS
el V)l w2153 (sledels laodie )
Las e 6 o = ol s Ol s 5 Shas Loz
Snd oSS s il cpl cdled s Sde ol L
13 35 iy 05031 Slid

G 5l Sl 0Lt sy Ko ga sl
03,5 5 o ol s OIS (Gl 05 S a3
Al e S 53 5 KL (glslae Syl g
bl w1 01,50s 5550 oad bl il g s
ol O 5 50l la s b s cpl s
= L spen (OF OV jpame 5 poleedl V3L ¢l
I R S S B g - T3
Sics O35S S sls LS S358 YN0 (5, i asi
(A3 S Oga3l 53 = el s DD
03 S Sty lawlas (g piie J RS 51 ey
RS Sl sae 5o el Sl b Uls
058 &SI Jl- a5 S Jes (o5le 0S5 58 51 =g

1- Fronto singulate

2- Temporal cortex

3- Left insula

4- Corpus callosum

5- Ventral lateral prefrontal cortex
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