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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The hard problem of conciseness and the rise of ground-

The literature around the hard problem of consciousness and grounding has been considerably
developed in the last two decades. Recently, there have been some attempts at reformulating phys-
icalism using grounding with examples such as Dasgupta’s moderate physicalism. He proposes
moderate physicalism as a new version of physicalism using a newly introduced notion of auton-
omous facts, namely the fact that the question of their grounds is meaningless. This case study
intends to initially provide a concise overview of the hard problem of consciousness alongside
Dasgupta’s contributions. Subsequently, the study will seek to delineate the potential roles that
grounding may play in articulating the hard problem. Finally, the analysis will assess Dasgupta’s
perspective concerning the findings presented earlier. The endeavors of this paper are divided be-
tween two subjects. One concerns the conceivable relations between the notion of grounding and
the hard problem of consciousness, and the other concerns Dasgupta’s formulation of physicalism.
Seemingly, grounding relates to the hard problem in two ways. Grounding can reformulate the
ontological gap, namely, an ontological gap between phenomenal and physical facts if at least
one phenomenal fact is not wholly grounded in physical facts. Furthermore, it seems that ground-
ing and metaphysical explanation can help us limning the distinctions between the five types of
Chalmers’ famous classification. Regarding Dasgupta’s reformulation, it appears that his position
can only be motivated if one has already accepted the explanatory gap. It also seems that his
position cannot avoid our new formulation of the ontological gap and, hence, cannot adequately

represent physicalism.

ism by using the notion of grounding. One of these at-

ing have influenced the philosophy of mind and meta- tempts is Dasgupta’s version of physicalism.

physics in the last two decades, respectively. Recently,

some attempts have been made to reformulate physical-

The hard problem of conciseness has been initially for-

mulated against supervenience-based versions of physi-
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calism. Therefore, considering the shift from exploiting
supervenience to grounding in formulating physicalism,
it is intriguing to ask what this shift means for the hard
problem. Or, in other words, how do revised versions of
physicalism fare against the hard problem?.

Chalmers has categorized different views about con-
sciousness into five types, ranging from type A to type
F (with the exception of type C as a legitimate option).
Therefore, it is natural to judge the relationship between
the hard problem and the new versions of physicalism by
focusing on where these views are located.

However, to do so, one needs to decide how the notion
of grounding itself can take part in formulating the hard
problem of consciousness. The candidates seem to be in
two regards. The first one is the re-definition of the on-
tological gap. Two proposals can be considered G* and
G**, According to G*, an ontological gap amounts to the
claim that a phenomenal fact is not wholly grounded in
physical facts. G** claims that physical facts and auton-
omous facts cannot suffice for grounding some phenom-
enal facts. G** is more permissive than its rival, so the
refutation of G* is a stronger claim than the refutation of
G**_ This study concluded that G* is a better formulation
of the ontological gap, although matters of stipulation
heavily influence this matter.

The second rule that grounding can play regarding the
hard problem of consciousness is clarifying the relation
between the ontological gap (for type E to type F) or the
properties of phenomenal concepts (for type B) and the
existence of the explanatory gap. Since type B to type F
accept the fact that the explanatory gap exists, they are
faced with an explanandum that type A does not face.
They try to meet this explanandum by accepting the on-
tological gap or some facts about phenomenal concepts.
However, doing so does not solve the problem. To do so,
the ontological problem or those facts about phenomenal

concepts have to metaphysically explain the explanatory

gap. Next, by considering the close connection between
metaphysical explanation and grounding, one can say
that they have to ground the existence of the explanatory
gap.

Next, this research tries to examine how these two rela-
tions between grounding and the hard problem of con-
sciousness can help us judge the suitable position for the
new versions of physicalism between types A and F. As
a case study, this paper focuses on Dasgupta’s version of
physicalism.

The notion of autonomous facts helps Dasgupta’s view.
Autonomous facts are inapt for any questions of their
grounds. Dasgupta’s view, or as he calls it, moderate
physicalism, is roughly the view that either physical or
autonomous facts ground all facts, and all autonomous
facts have some sort of rule in explaining some naturalis-
tically adequate phenomenon.

Dasgupta’s view cannot be considered type A because
if so, the purity problem, which is the primary motiva-
tion for developing moderate physicalism, does not hold.
Type B commits one to accept substantial necessities.
For Dasgupta, the sole candidate for strong necessities
is autonomous facts. However, since autonomous facts
contain non-neutral terms, they cannot be considered as
such. Therefore, moderate physicalism is not an instance
of type B physicalism. On the other hand, Dasgupta ac-
cepts that some phenomenal facts are grounded on some
autonomous facts, which are not physical. Therefore,
Dasgupta is committed to accepting G*. Ontological
gaps are classically the ultimate criterion for deciding
the fate of physicalism. One should not propose a version
of physicalism compatible with accepting the ontologi-
cal gap. If so, then Dasgupta’s view cannot justifiably be
considered as a version of physicalism.

Dasgupta’s view is incompatible with accepting type D.
Type D entails interactionism. Nevertheless, the facts

about mental-physical causation cannot easily fit into a
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naturalistically adequate worldview. Hence, two options

remain in the end: Type E and type F. However, there
seems to be no conclusive evidence relating exclusively

to these two positions to moderate physicalism.

Methods
This section does not apply to this paper.

Results
This section does not apply to this paper.

Conclusion

In this paper, we delved into the intricate relationship be-
tween the hard problem of consciousness and the concept
of grounding. By examining various conceivable connec-
tions, we shed light on potential candidates for bridging
these two domains. Specifically, this investigation fo-
cused on two critical aspects: Redefining the ontological
gap and framing the nature of relations between the onto-
logical gap and phenomenal concepts, considering the rise
of the explanatory gap. Regarding the ontological gap,
our analysis led us to G*, i.e., there is a phenomenal fact
that is not wholly grounded in physical facts. Moreover,
this study concluded that ontological gaps or phenomenal
concepts metaphysically explain the rise of the explanato-
ry gap. After connecting the hard problem and grounding
these two regards as a case study, this research tried to
examine Dasgupta’s version of physicalism to see how it
fares against the hard problem of consciousness. Seem-
ingly, since Dasgupta’s view cannot avoid accepting the

classical explanatory gap and G*, it has to be counted as

a member of type E, D, or F. However, because Dasgup-
ta’s expectation of his moderate dualism does not make
room for interactionism, type D is incompatible with his
view. We have no conclusive evidence to decide whether

Dasgupta’s view best aligns with type E or type F.
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