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The Persian preposition /bærɑje/ (“for”) can encode many relationships, such as intention, 
cause, equivalence, and possession. This study aims to show that using this preposition in the 
different domains has semantic significance, which an analysis within the framework of Cog-
nitive Grammar can help bring out. The data for this study have been gathered from written 
Persian texts, the Dehkhoda dictionary [Loqatname-y-e Dehkhoda], the great Sokhan dictio-
nary [Farhang-e Bozorg-e Sokhan], and daily Persian conversations. They were analyzed us-
ing the polysemy network introduced by Tyler & Evans. The results showed that the /bærɑje/ 
preposition has multiple senses, creating a radial network. These senses are systematically de-
rived from the “intention” sense, which will be considered the prototypical sense of the prep-
osition. The other senses are: “Cause”, “Possession”, “Equivalence”, “Benefit”, “Recipient”, 
“Duration”, and “Destination”. This study concludes that applying a semantic description to 
study prepositions yields clear results. The different senses of /bærɑje/ can be categorized into 
groups that form a coherent radial network structure, in which a prototypical schema can be 
identified. All the different schemas are related to one another. Image schemas can capture the 
meanings of this preposition. Finally, the use of radial networks provides a convenient means 
of accounting for the phenomenon of polysemy, further demonstrating the usefulness of the 
Cognitive Linguistics framework.

Advances in Cognitive Sciences

S O L A B 

Email: Rzbyazdani@gmail.com

The 1st International Conference on the Science of Language & the Brain 
(SOLAB 2023) 3-5 MAY

doi.org/10.30514/icss.25.0.8

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://bit.ly/2zmyNU8
http://dx.doi.org/10.30514/icss.25.0.8
http://orcid.org/0009-0002-9497-6196

