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Context effects in language comprehension
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Many context effects in language comprehension appear at the earliest point in time – closely 
temporally coordinated with when context effects could emerge in line with interactive ac-
counts of language processing; some context effects may even resemble preferences and over-
ride the short-term frequency of experience via language input. However, variability in the 
timing and robustness of context effects shines through when we look at contextual relations 
that are indirect and likely accessed via inferences or where knowledge may be variable (for 
instance, due to age differences or differences in language background). This talk discusses 
(accommodating) variability in context effects on language comprehension.
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